
In Viewpoints 8 EGB, three Test Training sections have been prepared to 
promote continuous evaluation and to have a more accurate picture of 
students’ progress throughout the book. The format of the tests resembles 
the one used in diverse international examinations. This decision is based 
on different reasons. First, it has been widely recognized that international 
tests measure the levels of the CEF performance descriptors appropriately; 
second, by providing an international examination format and linking it to 
the CEF standards, both teachers and students will have a consistent point 
of reference concerning foreign language achievement; finally, by using 
this format students will have the opportunity to become familiar with and 
develop the strategies needed to take an international exam for evaluating 
foreign or second language proficiency.

These tests can serve two purposes: a) as an opportunity for teachers to work 
on ongoing assessment practices; b) as summative or cumulative evaluations 
to get a sense of the CEF standards consolidated through the program and 
what areas need further practice.

The editors

Viewpoints 8 EGB
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For grading the speaking and writing tasks, the following rubrics should be 
used. Each rubric corresponds to a different aspect of the tasks and to a score 
that has been specified on top of each column. The sum of the corresponding 
scores per rubric, including all aspects, should yield the final score.

Test Training A (Units 1 and 2) - Rubrics
Qualitative Aspects of Spoken Language: Interaction (10 points)

Grading Scale 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

Range

Has an insufficient 
repertoire of words 
and simple phrases to 
talk about personal 
information such 
as name, age, 
nationality, phone 
number and email. His 
/ Her low vocabulary 
range impedes 
communication.

Has a limited 
repertoire of words 
and simple phrases to 
talk about personal 
information to talk 
about personal 
information such 
as name, age, 
nationality, phone 
number and email. 
Confuses or lacks the 
appropriate words 
most of the time 
so the message is 
obscured.

Has an average 
repertoire of 
words and simple 
phrases to talk 
about personal 
information such 
as name, age, 
nationality, phone 
number and email.  
Although confuses 
or lacks some of 
the vocabulary, 
this does not affect 
communication.

Has a good and 
functional basic 
repertoire of words 
and simple phrases to 
talk about personal 
information such 
as name, age, 
nationality, phone 
number and email. 
His / Her vocabulary 
control facilitates 
communication.

Accuracy

Shows insufficient 
control of simple 
grammatical 
structures (verb to 
be in the Simple 
Present tense) and 
sentence patterns 
associated with giving 
personal information 
such as name, age, 
nationality, phone 
number and email. 
Excessive confusion 
and inaccurate use of 
structures impedes 
communication.

Uses, with a lot 
of effort, simple 
grammatical 
structures (verb to 
be in the Simple 
Present tense) and 
sentence patterns 
associated with giving 
personal information 
such as name, 
age, nationality, 
phone number and 
email. Confuses 
simple structures 
and patterns 
systematically, 
which causes 
communication 
breakdowns.

Uses a basic 
repertoire 
of simple 
grammatical 
structures (verb to 
be in the Simple 
Present tense) and 
sentence patterns 
associated with 
giving personal 
information (name, 
age, nationality, 
phone number 
and email) 
accurately most 
of the time. Some 
confusion may be 
present, but this 
does not affect 
communication.

Uses simple 
grammatical 
structures (verb to be 
in the Simple Present 
tense) and sentence 
patterns associated 
with giving personal 
information (such as 
name, age, nationality, 
phone number and 
email) successfully. 
The appropriate use 
of structures and 
patterns facilitates 
communication.
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Fluency

Manages only very 
short, mainly pre-
packaged utterances. 
Pausing to search 
for expressions or to 
articulate less familiar 
words is too long and 
truncates the flow 
of the interaction. 
No communication 
repair is present 
and false starts are 
continuous, impeding 
communication.

Shows difficulty to 
express in a fluent 
way, information such 
as personality traits, 
favorites and different 
ways of learning. 
Repeated false starts, 
long pauses and too 
much hesitation are 
present and make 
interaction difficult. 
No communication 
repair is present.

Expresses personal 
information 
(personality 
traits, favorites 
and different 
ways of learning) 
appropriately.  
False starts, short 
pauses to search 
for expressions and 
communication 
repair are present 
but do not affect 
the flow of his / her 
interaction.

Expresses personal 
information (such as 
name, age, nationality, 
phone number and 
email) fluently. Normal 
false starts and pauses 
are present and 
integrated into the 
flow of the interaction.

Interaction

Fails to ask and 
answer short 
questions about 
personal information 
(such as name, age, 
nationality, phone 
number and email). 
Finds it too difficult 
to initiate, maintain 
and / or close the 
conversation. 
Communication is 
unsuccessful.

Can, with a lot of 
effort, ask and answer 
short questions about 
personal information 
(such as name, 
age, nationality, 
phone number and 
email). Although he 
/ she can initiate the 
conversation, very 
rarely keeps it going. 
Needs constant 
repetition, rephrasing 
and repair.

Can ask and answer 
short questions 
about personal 
information (such 
as name, age, 
nationality, phone 
number and email) 
appropriately. 
Can initiate the 
conversation and 
keep it going, 
although some 
repair, rephrasing 
and repetition are 
still needed.

Can successfully ask 
and answer short 
questions about 
personal information 
(such as name, age, 
nationality, phone 
number and email). 
Repair, rephrasing and 
repetition are scarce 
but still present, and 
are integrated into the 
flow of the interaction.

Coherence

Fails to ask and 
answer questions 
related to the content 
of the interaction. 
His / Her utterances 
are too short, 
unconnected and 
confusing. Meaning 
is not conveyed and 
interaction is not 
achieved.

Finds it difficult 
to ask and answer 
questions according 
to the content of 
the interaction. 
Sometimes neither 
words nor expressions 
are properly arranged. 
The connector and is 
seldom present or is 
used inappropriately.

Can, with some 
effort, ask and 
answer questions 
according to the 
content of the 
interaction. His 
/ Her utterances 
match the content 
and flow of 
the interaction 
but sometimes 
confuses the use 
of and. Meaning is 
conveyed despite 
the organization 
mistakes which are 
present. 

Asks and answers 
questions according 
to the content of the 
interaction. Is able to 
organize sentences 
successfully according 
to their topic and 
link them with the 
connector and. The 
message is clear and 
concrete. There is a 
clear match between 
form and meaning 
that facilitates 
communication.
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Test Training A (Units 1 and 2) - Rubrics
Qualitative Aspects of Writing ( 10 points )

Grading Scale 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

Content

The text largely 
lacks data or it is 
hardly related to the 
information required 
by the task (parts of 
speech – verb to be and 
personal pronouns). 
Reduced writing.

The information 
included in the 
text is sometimes 
unclear and 
confusing. At 
least half of the 
information 
required by the 
task (parts of 
speech – verb to 
be, and personal 
pronouns) is 
missing.

The text presents 
most of the 
information 
requested (parts 
of speech – verb 
to be and personal 
pronouns). Task 
input is used. Some 
parts of the text 
may be confusing, 
but the required 
message is conveyed 
overall. 

The text clearly 
presents the 
information 
suggested (parts 
of speech – verb to 
be, and personal 
pronouns). Task 
input is fully used 
and ideas are kept 
short and simple.

Accuracy

Inappropriate use of 
the verb to be in the 
Simple Present tense. 
Uses subject pronouns 
inappropriately. Little 
or no understanding 
of their use. Too many 
spelling mistakes.

Attempts to use 
the verb to be 
in the Simple 
Present tense and 
subject pronouns 
correctly. 
Many mistakes 
are present, 
which makes 
the message 
confusing at 
times.  Spelling 
mistakes are still 
present. 

Appropriate use 
of the verb to be in 
the Simple Present 
tense and subject 
pronouns. A few 
mistakes may be 
present, but they 
do not impede 
addressing a clear 
message.  A few 
spelling errors are 
still present.

The verb to be in 
the Simple Present 
tense and subject 
pronouns are 
used correctly and 
consistently, making 
the message very 
clear.  Spelling is 
accurate.  
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Vocabulary range

Very poor control 
of basic vocabulary 
and expressions 
related to personal 
information. Frequent 
confusion of words 
makes the intended 
message mostly 
incomprehensible.

Limited control of 
basic vocabulary 
and expressions 
related to 
personal 
information. 
Confusion or 
misuse of words 
may obscure the 
message of the 
text.

Shows average 
control of basic 
vocabulary and 
expressions 
related to personal 
information. 
Some errors may 
be present, but 
they don’t impede 
communication.

Sufficient control 
of basic vocabulary 
and expressions 
related to personal 
information.   

Organization and
cohesion

The word count is 
considerably lower than 
required by the task.  

The message is 
much shorter 
than suggested in 
the task.

The text covers at 
least two-thirds of 
the words asked for 
in the task.  

The message is 
clear, precise and 
within the number 
of words required.  

Appropriateness 
of register and 

format

The expressions and 
the layout used make 
the text’s register 
and format mostly 
inappropriate for or 
inconsistent with the 
task and its audience.

The expressions 
and the layout 
used make the 
text’s register and 
format somewhat 
inappropriate for 
or inconsistent 
with the task and 
its audience. The 
text shows some 
inaccuracies in 
register such 
as confusion of 
formal / informal 
expressions and 
/ or forms of 
address.  

The expressions 
and the layout used 
make the text’s 
register and format 
usually appropriate 
for the task and its 
audience. Some 
register mistakes 
may be present, but 
these do not impede 
communication.

The expressions 
and the layout 
used make the 
text’s register and 
format consistently 
appropriate for 
the task and its 
audience.  
Communication is 
achieved easily.
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Test Training A (Units 1 and 2) – How to Grade

Section CEF Standard Performance Descriptor

Listening  
(5 points)

Can understand 
phrases and 
expressions 
related to areas of 
most immediate 
priority 
(nationalities, 
age, phone 
numbers, 
occupations) 
provided speech 
is clearly and 
slowly articulated.

Excellent 
(5)

Easily understands phrases and expressions related to personal 
information (nationalities, age, phone numbers, occupations) 
in short and simple conversations.

Good 
(3-4)

Understands most phrases and expressions related to personal 
information (nationalities, age, phone numbers, occupations) 
in short and simple conversations, but confuses their meaning 
at times.

Needs practice 
(0-2)

Fails to understand phrases and expressions related to 
personal information (nationalities, age, phone numbers, 
occupations) in short and simple conversations.

Reading 
(5 points)

Can understand 
short, simple texts 
containing the 
highest frequency 
vocabulary, 
including a 
proportion 
of shared 
international 
vocabulary items.

Excellent 
(5)

Successfully identifies specific information in a short 
descriptive text about personal information (age, nationality, 
physical description).

Good 
(3-4)

Identifies specific information in a short descriptive text about 
personal information (age, nationality, physical description) 
with some accuracy. Though some misunderstanding might be 
present, generally it does not affect comprehension.

Needs practice 
(0-2)

Fails to identify specific information in a short descriptive 
text about personal information (age, nationality, physical 
description), which impedes comprehension. 

Writing 
(10 points)

Can write simple 
isolated phrases 
and sentences.

Excellent 
(10)

Accurately writes simple words and phrases to complete an 
email. The use of basic sentence patterns (verb to be/personal 
pronouns) is precise and facilitates communication. 

Good 
(6-9)

Is able to write simple words and phrases to complete an email. 
A few mistakes may be present when using the verb to be and 
the personal pronouns but the message is clear. 

Needs practice 
(0-5)

Fails to write a series of simple phrases and sentences to 
write simple words and phrases to complete an email. Too 
many mistakes in basic sentence patterns (verb to be/personal 
pronouns) impede communication.

Speaking
(10 points)

Can describe 
people in simple 
terms.

Excellent 
(10)

Successfully gives a short rehearsed presentation about 
personal information such as name, age, nationality and 
personality traits using information from a graph.

Good 
(6-9)

Gives a short rehearsed presentation about personal 
information such as name, age, nationality and personality 
traits using information from a graph.  Some lexical and 
grammatical mistakes and hesitations may be present, but 
these do not affect communication. 

Needs practice 
(0-5)

Shows difficulty to give a short rehearsed presentation about 
personal information such as name, age, nationality and 
personality traits using information from a graph. Often uses 
inappropriate vocabulary to express ideas, which may cause 
communication failure.
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Test Training B (Units 3 and 4) - Rubrics
 Qualitative Aspects of Spoken Language: Oral Expression (10 points)

Grading Scale 1.0 1.5 2.0 2.5

Range

Has an insufficient 
repertoire of words 
and simple phrases 
to describe people 
and the activities 
they are doing. His / 
Her low vocabulary 
range impedes 
communication.

Has a limited 
repertoire of words 
and simple phrases to 
describe people and 
the activities they are 
doing.  Confuses or 
lacks the appropriate 
words most of the 
time and the message 
is obscured.

Has an average 
repertoire of words 
and simple phrases 
to describe people 
and the activities 
they are doing.  
Although confuses 
or lacks some of 
the vocabulary, 
this does not affect 
communication.

Has a good and 
functional basic 
repertoire of words 
and simple phrases 
to describe people 
and the activities 
they are doing.  His 
/ Her vocabulary 
control facilitates 
communication.

Accuracy

Shows insufficient 
control of simple 
grammatical 
structures and 
patterns to describe 
people (verb to be in 
the Simple Present 
tense) and the 
activities they are 
doing (the Present 
Progressive tense). 
Excessive confusion 
and inaccurate use 
of grammar impedes 
communication.

Uses, with a lot 
of effort, simple 
grammatical 
structures and 
patterns to describe 
people (verb to 
be in the Simple 
Present tense) 
and the activities 
they are doing (the 
Present Progressive 
tense). Confuses 
these structures 
and patterns 
systematically, 
which causes 
communication 
breakdowns.

Uses a basic 
repertoire of simple 
grammatical 
structures and 
patterns to 
describe people 
(verb to be in the 
Simple Present 
tense) and the 
activities they are 
doing (the Present 
Progressive tense) 
accurately most 
of the time. Some 
confusion may be 
present, but this 
does not affect 
communication.

Uses simple 
grammatical structures 
and patterns to 
describe people 
(verb to be in the 
Simple Present tense) 
and the activities 
they are doing (the 
Present Progressive 
tense) successfully. 
The appropriate use 
of structures and 
patterns facilitates 
communication.
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Fluency

Manages only 
short, mainly pre-
packaged utterances 
to describe people 
and the activities 
they are doing.  
Pausing to search 
for expressions or to 
articulate less familiar 
words is too long and 
truncates the flow 
of the presentation. 
No communication 
repair is present 
and false starts are 
continuous, impeding 
communication.

Shows difficulty to 
describe people and 
the activities they 
are doing. Repeated 
false starts, long 
pauses and too 
much hesitation are 
present and make 
his / her presentation 
difficult to follow. No 
communication repair 
is present.

Describes people 
and the activities 
they are doing.  
False starts, short 
pauses to search 
for expressions and 
communication 
repair are present, 
but do not affect 
the flow of his / her 
presentation.

Describes people and 
the activities they 
are doing fluently. 
Normal false starts 
and pauses are present 
and are integrated 
into the flow of the 
presentation.

Coherence

Fails to organize his 
/ her ideas and link 
the utterances in his 
/ her presentation 
with basic connectors 
such as and or but. 
The message is too 
short and confusing. 
Meaning is not 
conveyed.

Finds it difficult 
to initiate his / 
her description. 
Sometimes neither 
words nor expressions 
are properly arranged 
so meaning gets 
lost. The use of 
basic connectors 
such as and or but is 
seldom present or is 
inappropriate.

Can, with some 
effort, initiate his 
/ her description 
and present 
information. 
Sentences 
are organized 
according to 
their topic but 
sometimes 
confuses the 
use of and or 
but  to connect 
them. Meaning 
is conveyed 
despite the few 
organizational 
mistakes which are 
present. 

Introduces his / her 
description properly. 
Is able to organize 
sentences successfully 
according to their 
topic and link them 
with basic connectors 
such as and or but. The 
message is clear and 
concrete. 
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Test Training B (Units 3 and 4) - Rubrics
Qualitative Aspects of Writing ( 11 points)

Grading Scale 0.55 1.1 1.6 2.2

Content

The text largely 
lacks data or it is 
hardly related to 
the information 
required by the task 
(prepositions of time 
– in/on/at). Reduced 
writing.

The information 
included in the text 
is sometimes unclear 
and confusing. 
At least half of 
the information 
required by the task 
(prepositions of 
time – in/on/at ) is 
missing.

The text presents 
most of the 
information requested 
(prepositions of time 
– in/on/at). Task input 
is used. Some parts 
of the text may be 
confusing, but the 
required message is 
conveyed overall. 

The text clearly 
presents the 
information 
suggested 
(prepositions of 
time – in/on/at ). 
Task input is fully 
used and ideas 
are kept short and 
simple.

Accuracy

Fails to identify and 
use prepositions 
of time (in/on/
at).   Little or no 
understanding of 
their use. Too many 
spelling mistakes. 

Shows difficulty 
to identify and 
use prepositions 
of time (in/on/at) 
correctly. Many 
spelling mistakes 
are present, which 
makes the message 
confusing at times.

Is able to identify and 
use prepositions of 
time (in/on/at). A few 
spelling mistakes may 
be present, but they do 
not impede addressing 
a clear message.

Identifies and 
uses prepositions 
of time (in/on/
at)   successfully 
making the 
message very 
clear. Spelling is 
accurate.

Vocabulary range

Very poor control of 
basic vocabulary and 
expressions related 
to events. Frequent 
confusion of words 
makes the intended 
message mostly 
incomprehensible.

Limited control of 
basic vocabulary and 
expressions related 
events. Confusion or 
misuse of words may 
obscure the message 
of the text.

Shows average control 
of basic vocabulary 
and expressions 
related to events. 
Some errors may 
be present, but 
they don’t impede 
communication.

Sufficient control 
of basic vocabulary 
and expressions 
related to events.   
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Organization and
cohesion

The word count is 
considerably lower 
than required by the 
task.  

The message is 
much shorter than 
suggested in the 
task.

The text covers at 
least two-thirds of the 
words asked for in the 
task.  

The message is 
clear, precise and 
within the number 
of words required.  

Appropriateness 
of register and 

format

The expressions 
and the layout used 
make the text’s 
register and format 
mostly inappropriate 
for or inconsistent 
with the task and its 
audience.

The expressions 
and the layout 
used make the 
text’s register and 
format somewhat 
inappropriate for 
or inconsistent 
with the task and 
its audience. The 
text shows some 
inaccuracies in 
register such as 
confusion of formal / 
informal expressions 
and / or forms of 
address.  

The expressions 
and the layout used 
make the text’s 
register and format 
usually appropriate 
for the task and its 
audience. Some 
register mistakes 
may be present, but 
these do not impede 
communication.

The expressions 
and the layout 
used make the 
text’s register and 
format consistently 
appropriate for 
the task and its 
audience.  
Communication is 
achieved easily.
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Test Training B (Units 3 and 4) – How to Grade

Section CEF Standard Performance Descriptor

Listening  
(5 points)

Can understand 
phrases and 
expressions that 
describe people 
in short spoken 
texts and informal 
conversations.

Excellent 
(5)

Easily understands phrases and expressions in short and 
simple conversations that describe people and what 
they are wearing. 

Good 
(3-4)

Understands most phrases and expressions in short and 
simple conversations that describe people and what 
they are wearing, but confuses their meaning at times.

Needs practice 
(0-2)

Fails to understand phrases and expressions in short 
and simple conversations that describe people and what 
they are wearing.

Reading 
(6 points)

Can identify 
specific 
information in 
simple written 
material that he 
/ she encounters 
such as magazine 
articles.

Excellent 
(6)

Easily finds and accurately understands the who 
(people) and the what (activities) described in simple, 
short informative texts.

Good 
(4-5)

Finds and understands the who (people) and the what 
(activities) described in simple, short informative texts, 
but gets confused at times, affecting comprehension.

Needs practice 
(0-3)

Shows great difficulty to find and understand the who 
(people) and the what (activities) described in simple, 
short informative texts. This clearly indicates that 
comprehension has not occurred.

Writing 
(11 points)

Can write simple 
isolated phrases 
and sentences.

Excellent 
(11)

Accurately writes write simple isolated words and 
phrases to complete a blog about events. The use of 
prepositions of time is precise. 

Good 
(6-10)

Is able to write simple isolated words and phrases to 
complete a blog about events. A few mistakes may 
be present in the use of prepositions of time, but the 
message is still clear.

Needs practice 
(0-5)

Has difficulty to write simple isolated words and phrases 
to complete a blog about events. Too many mistakes in 
the use of prepositions of time.

Speaking 
(10 points)

Can use a series 
of phrases and 
sentences to 
describe people 
and processes in 
simple terms.

Excellent 
(10)

Successfully uses simple terms and patterns to describe 
the people in a picture and the activities they are doing.

Good 
(6-9)

Uses simple terms and patterns to describe the people 
in a picture and the activities they are doing.  Some 
lexical and grammatical mistakes and hesitations may 
be present, but these do not affect communication. 

Needs practice 
(0-5)

Shows difficulty to use simple terms and patterns to 
describe the people in a picture and the activities they 
are doing.  Very often uses inappropriate vocabulary to 
express ideas, which may cause communication failure.
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Test Training C (Units 5 and 6) - Rubrics
 Qualitative Aspects of Spoken Language: Interaction (10 points)

Grading Scale 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

Range

Has an insufficient 
repertoire of words 
and simple phrases to 
exchange ideas about 
habitual activities. His 
/ Her low vocabulary 
range impedes 
communication.

Has a limited 
repertoire of words 
and simple phrases to 
exchange ideas about 
habitual activities. 
Confuses or lacks 
the appropriate 
words most of the 
time, obscuring the 
message. 

Has an average 
repertoire of words 
and simple phrases to 
exchange ideas about 
habitual activities. 
Although confuses 
or lacks some of the 
vocabulary, this does 
not greatly affect 
communication.

Has a good and 
functional repertoire 
of basic words and 
simple phrases to 
exchange ideas about 
habitual activities. 
His / Her vocabulary 
control facilitates 
communication.

Accuracy

Shows insufficient 
control of simple 
grammatical 
structures and 
patterns to talk about 
habitual activities 
(the Simple Present 
tense). Excessive 
confusion and 
inaccurate use of 
these structures and 
patterns impedes 
communication.

Uses, with a lot 
of effort, simple 
grammatical 
structures and 
patterns to talk about 
habitual activities 
(the Simple Present 
tense). Confuses 
these structures 
and patterns 
systematically, 
which causes 
communication 
breakdown.

Uses accurately, 
most of the time, a 
basic repertoire of 
simple grammatical 
structures and 
patterns to talk 
about habitual 
activities (the Simple 
Present tense). Some 
confusion may be 
present, but this does 
not greatly affect 
communication.

Uses simple 
grammatical 
structures and 
patterns to talk 
about habitual 
activities (the Simple 
Present tense). The 
appropriate use of 
simple structures and 
patterns facilitates 
communication.

Fluency

Manages only very 
short, mainly pre-
packaged utterances 
to talk about habitual 
activities. Pausing to 
search for expressions 
or to articulate 
less familiar words 
is too long and 
truncates the flow 
of the interaction. 
No communication 
repair is present 
and false starts are 
continuous, impeding 
communication.

Shows difficulty to 
manage very short, 
mainly pre-packaged 
utterances to talk 
about habitual 
activities. Repeated 
false starts, long 
pauses, and too 
much hesitation are 
present and make 
interaction difficult. 
No communication 
repair is present.

Talks about habitual 
activities.  False 
starts, short pauses 
to search for 
expressions, and 
communication repair 
are present but do 
not greatly affect 
the flow of his / her 
interaction.

Talks about 
habitual activities 
successfully. Normal 
false starts and 
pauses are present 
and integrated 
into the flow of the 
interaction.
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Interaction

Fails to ask and 
answer short 
questions necessary 
to exchange ideas 
about habitual 
activities. Finds 
it too difficult to 
initiate, maintain 
and / or close the 
conversation. 
Communication is 
unsuccessful.

Can, with a lot of 
effort, ask and 
answer short 
questions necessary 
to exchange ideas 
about habitual 
activities. Although 
he / she can initiate 
the conversation, 
very rarely keeps the 
conversation going of 
his / her own accord 
and needs constant 
repetition, rephrasing 
and repair.

Can ask and answer 
short questions 
necessary to 
exchange ideas 
about habitual 
activities. Can initiate 
the conversation 
and keep it going, 
although some 
repair, rephrasing and 
repetition are still 
needed.

Can successfully 
answer short 
questions necessary 
to exchange ideas 
about habitual 
activities. Repair, 
rephrasing and 
repetition are scarce 
but still present, 
and are integrated 
into the flow of the 
interaction.

Coherence

Fails to ask and 
answer questions 
related to the content 
of the interaction. 
His / Her utterances 
are too short, 
unconnected and 
confusing. Meaning 
is not conveyed and 
interaction is not 
achieved.

Finds it difficult 
to ask and answer 
questions according 
to the content of 
the interaction. 
Sometimes 
neither words nor 
expressions are 
properly arranged. 
The connector and is 
seldom present or are 
used inappropriately.

Can, with some 
effort, ask and answer 
questions according 
to the content of 
the interaction. 
Sometimes confuses 
the use of and. 
Meaning is conveyed 
despite the few 
organizational 
mistakes which are 
present. 

Asks and answers 
questions according 
to the content of the 
interaction. Is able to 
organize sentences 
successfully and 
link them with the 
connector and. The 
message is clear and 
concrete. There is a 
clear match between 
form and meaning 
that facilitates 
communication. 
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Test Training C (Units 5 and 6) - Rubrics
Qualitative Aspects of Writing (10 points )

Grading Scale 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

Content

The text largely 
lacks data or it is 
hardly related to the 
information required by 
the task (auxiliary verb 
do). Reduced writing.

The information 
included in the 
text is sometimes 
unclear and 
confusing. At 
least half of the 
information 
required by the 
task (auxiliary 
verb do) is 
missing.

The text presents 
most of the 
information 
requested (auxiliary 
verb do). Task input 
is used. Some parts 
of the text may be 
confusing, but the 
required message is 
conveyed overall. 

The text clearly 
presents the 
information 
suggested (auxiliary 
verb do). Task input 
is fully used and 
ideas are kept short 
and simple.

Accuracy

Inappropriate use of 
the Simple Present 
tense. Uses the 
auxiliary verb do 
inappropriately. Little 
or no understanding 
of their use. Too many 
spelling mistakes.

Attempts to 
use the Simple 
Present tense 
and the auxiliary 
verb do correctly. 
Many mistakes 
are present, 
which makes 
the message 
confusing at 
times.  Spelling 
mistakes are still 
present. 

Appropriate use of 
the Simple Present 
tense and the 
auxiliary verb do. A 
few mistakes may 
be present, but 
they do not impede 
addressing a clear 
message.  A few 
spelling errors are 
still present.

The Simple Present 
tense and the 
auxiliary verb do are 
used correctly and 
consistently, making 
the message very 
clear.  Spelling is 
accurate.  

Vocabulary range

Very poor control 
of basic vocabulary 
and expressions 
related to habitual 
activities. Frequent 
confusion of words 
makes the intended 
message mostly 
incomprehensible.

Limited control of 
basic vocabulary 
and expressions 
related to 
habitual activities. 
Confusion or 
misuse of words 
may obscure the 
message of the 
text.

Shows average 
control of basic 
vocabulary and 
expressions related 
to habitual activities. 
Some errors may 
be present, but 
they don’t impede 
communication.

Sufficient control 
of basic vocabulary 
and expressions 
related to habitual 
activities.   
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Organization and
cohesion

The word count is 
considerably lower than 
required by the task.  

The message is 
much shorter 
than suggested in 
the task.

The text covers at 
least two-thirds of 
the words asked for 
in the task.  

The message is 
clear, precise and 
within the number 
of words required.  

Appropriateness 
of register and 

format

The expressions and 
the layout used make 
the text’s register 
and format mostly 
inappropriate for or 
inconsistent with the 
task and its audience.

The expressions 
and the layout 
used make the 
text’s register and 
format somewhat 
inappropriate for 
or inconsistent 
with the task and 
its audience. The 
text shows some 
inaccuracies in 
register such 
as confusion of 
formal / informal 
expressions and 
/ or forms of 
address.  

The expressions 
and the layout used 
make the text’s 
register and format 
usually appropriate 
for the task and its 
audience. Some 
register mistakes 
may be present, but 
these do not impede 
communication.

The expressions 
and the layout 
used make the 
text’s register and 
format consistently 
appropriate for 
the task and its 
audience.  
Communication is 
achieved easily.
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Test Training C (Units 5 and 6) – How to Grade

Section CEF Standard Performance Descriptor

Listening 
(5 points)

Can understand 
simple directions 
related to how to 
get from X to Y.

Excellent 
(5)

Easily understands simple directions to get from one 
place to another in short and simple conversations.  

Good 
(3-4)

Understands simple directions to get from one place 
to another in short and simple conversations, but gets 
confused at times.

Needs practice 
(0-2)

Shows difficulty to understand simple directions to 
get from one place to another in short and simple 
conversations.  

Reading 
(5 points)

Can recognize 
familiar names, 
words, and very 
basic phrases 
on simple signs 
in the most 
common everyday 
situations. 

Excellent 
(5)

Easily recognizes explicit and implied information on 
simple everyday signs.

Good 
(3-4)

Recognizes explicit and implied information on simple 
everyday signs. Though some misunderstanding might 
be present, comprehension is not greatly affected.

Needs practice 
(0-2)

Shows difficulty to recognize explicit and implied 
information on simple everyday signs.  

Writing 
(10 points)

Can write simple 
isolated phrases 
and sentences.

Excellent 
(10)

Accurately writes simple words and phrases to complete 
an email about habitual activities. The use of basic 
sentence patterns (Simple Present tense) is precise and 
facilitates communication. 

Good 
(6-9)

Is able to write simple words and phrases to complete 
an email about habitual activities. A few mistakes may 
be present when using the Simple Present tense but the 
message is clear. 

Needs practice 
(0-5)

Fails to write simple words and phrases to complete an 
email about habitual activities.  Too many mistakes in 
basic sentence patterns (Simple Present tense) impede 
communication.

Speaking 
(10 points)

Can participate in 
short conversations 
in routine contexts 
on topics of 
interest.

Excellent 
(10)

Easily interacts with others by using key expressions and 
basic language about habitual activities.

Good 
(6-9)

Interacts with others by using key expressions and basic 
language about habitual activities. Some rephrasing 
and repair is necessary, but this does not greatly affect 
communication.

Needs practice 
(0-5)

Shows difficulty to interact with others by using 
key expressions and basic language about habitual 
activities.
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